Graduate studies within the College of Physical Activity and Sport Sciences can lead to a Ph.D. in Sport, Exercise and Performance Psychology (SEP). Students admitted into the SEP doctoral program may also complete a master's degree in clinical mental health counseling. Students can be admitted into the doctoral program in SEP with either a baccalaureate degree or a master's degree.
• Plan of studies approval (The plan of studies committee will meet with the student by March 1st of the first year in the program to ratify the plan. The approved plan of studies functions as the document against which completion of program requirements is assessed.)
• Completion of required coursework (The student completes the coursework required by the plan of studies. The number of credit hours required and the time required to complete the coursework varies, but a minimum of three years [six semesters] of coursework is normally required for students entering with a master's degree.)
• Research benchmarks (students must complete all research benchmarks within the time frame identified by their plan of studies committee. These include the submission of a data-based article for publication to a peer-reviewed journal; submission of a second article for publication to a peerreviewed journal or present a data-based study at a national conference)
• Qualifying Project (A qualifying research project, approved by the advisor, that informs the dissertation will be completed and submitted for publication. This project will be presented to a majority of the faculty within the program and approved to count for the comprehensive exam requirements).
• Prospectus defense (Following the successful completion of the qualifying project, the student will write and defend a prospectus for the dissertation. The prospectus will be evaluated by the student's dissertation committee. The dissertation committee is often identical to the student's plan of studies committee, though additions or changes may be made to the plan of studies committee in order to constitute the dissertation committee.)
• Admission to candidacy (Once the qualifying project and prospectus defense are successfully completed, the student is admitted to candidacy. Admission to candidacy is permission to proceed with dissertation research as described in the prospectus.)
• Defense of the dissertation (The student will write and orally defend an original research project as described in the prospectus. Successful defense will be determined by the quality of the written document as well as by the quality of the oral defense in a forum open to the academic community. All members of the student's dissertation committee must be present for the dissertation defense. Successful defense of the dissertation with submission to a professional journal results in the awarding of the degree. The dissertation must be successfully defended within five years of admission to candidacy.)
• During the Ph.D. program, students are required to submit multiple works to peer-reviewed journals and national conferences. 
TEACHING ASSISTANT PROFESSOR Application Deadline
Application procedures for the Ph.D. in Sport Exercise and Performance Psychology must submit their online admission application to the Office of Admissions website (https://www.wvu.edu/admissions) to be processed by the December 15 deadline for fall admission. Students must also submit an official undergraduate transcript(s) and application fee (online). Supplemental required materials (GRE scores, resume, goal statement, and three letters of recommendation) must also be uploaded and submitted online. Once all the materials have been received, the admission application will be ready for the screening committee to review after the deadline date. Incomplete applications will not be reviewed. Prospective students should not apply to the Master's Program in Community Counseling at this time. They should wait to apply once they are accepted into the PhD program.
International applicants are strongly encouraged to submit their admission application and supplemental materials by November 15th to allow extra time for processing.
Admission Criteria
The following criteria is used to evaluate applicants for admission to the doctoral program: Applications will be reviewed and considered, even if criteria listed below are not met.
• Undergraduate degree grade point average of 3.0 from an approved institution • Master's degree grade point average of 3.5 from an approved institution (if applicable)
• Graduate Record Examination score -Verbal, Quantitative, and Writing percentiles above fifty percent. (Student files will be reviewed with scores lower than fifty percent.)
• Three letters of recommendation (required to be submitted online -NO HARD COPIES), to be submitted electronically through the application process
• Official transcripts submitted to the Office of Admissions as instructed in the online application
• Professional goal statement (one-two page paper on professional backgrounds, goals, and reasons for pursuing doctoral degree at WVU) to be submitted electronically through the application process
• Curriculum vitae to be submitted electronically through the application process
• Personal interview, if invited

Degree Requirements
Students who are accepted into the Ph.D program in Sport and Exercise Psychology will receive the M.S. degree upon completing the requirements described below. Additional course requirements needed to meet 36 minimum total credits will be determined in consultation with the student's advisor. Refer to the Sport and Exercise Psychology Ph.D. Suggested Plan of Study.
Students will form a Plan of Study committee and have their Plan of Study approved by March 1 of their first year in the program. This Plan of Study will outline all of the courses needed to complete the requirements for the M.S. 
Major Learning Outcomes SPORT AND EXERCISE PSYCHOLOGY
The goal of the program is for students to graduate with the essential skills and knowledge necessary to prepare them to immediately begin a career in the field of sport and exercise psychology.
• Content Knowledge -Students will demonstrate knowledge and disciplinary concepts related to sport and exercise psychology.
• Reflection and Critical Thinking -Students will demonstrate reflection and critical thinking in order to refine professional knowledge and practice.
• Programming and Assessment -Students will demonstrate evidence-based knowledge and skills (and best practices) for assessing needs and for designing, implementing and evaluating performance enhancement skills across domains.
• Professionalism and Ethics -Students will demonstrate professional behaviors, including commitment to excellence, valuing diversity and collaboration, service to others, and techniques for lifelong learning.
